
JNF Social Injustice - displacing Bedouin from their homes

• When the State of Israel was formed, David Ben Gurion claimed that the Negev was empty, and 
declared it a Jewish obligation to ‘make the desert bloom,’ but many of these projects have come 
at the expense of the Negev’s indigenous Bedouin communityiv . 
• Prawer Plan - September 2011- the government proposed the transfer of 40,000 Bedouin from 
“unrecognized” villages into seven “recognized” villages in the area, without any consultation 
with the communities involvedv. 
• The Israel Land Association (ILA)* in part carried out this decision, working together with the JNF. 
• This demolition of Bedouin homes occurs under the guise of “making the desert bloom”.
• Al Araqib: a village in the Negev affected by these demolitions has been demolished more than 
30 times timesvi. Each time it has been rebuilt by Bedouin living on the land, who remain steadfast 
in their homes. The people of Al Araqib have recently been granted leave to appeal to the Supreme 
Court against the demolition orders that they face. And yet the JNF continues to ask you to donate 
money to help plant trees where their homes should stand.

Sheikh Sayah Al- Turi from Al-Araqib in the Negev has sent out a call to all people:
“I ask you and your groups to tell people what’s happening in the Negev. People think that the 
JNF is making the Negev green, but they are destroying the Negev. We ask people to open their 
eyes. Samud [to us] in Arabic means ‘stay on your land.’ We will stay on our land 
against the government, against the JNF.”

JNF’s activities and involvement in the displacement of Bedouins from the Negev have 
led a number of Jewish groups to speak out against JNF activities:
• One former JNF board member, Seth Morrison, recently resigned after “learning that JNF is a 
force in preventing long-term peace.”vii

• Rabbis for Human Rights has condemned JNF’s actions, stating it is “deeply concerned …with 
the human rights of all people living under Israel’s control.”viii

• Jewish Voice for Peace has reminded us that “whatever good the JNF may do elsewhere is far 
outweighed by its demolition of Bedouin homes and villages and its willingness to plant forests 
in places where Bedouin women, children and men are brutally expelled, shot at and beaten 
and their land confiscated.”

JNF - Environmental Damage

• While JNF does engage in some positive environmental research and practices such as combating 
threats of soil erosion, they also engage in many destructive environmental practices, recognized 
by a number of Israeli professionals within the environmental sciences.
• JNF damages land in the Negev desert and other areas through the planting of non-native species, 
such as pine trees.ix
• When pine trees are planted in areas exposed to extreme dry heat, they catch fire easily, 
causing devastating forest fires, such as the Carmel wildfires in 2010.x

• Additionally, animals that have developed in the desert landscape have historically lived off 
only shrubs. When trees have been planted there, birds of prey like shrikes or kestrels have 
come to the area to destroy local fauna, such as the leopard fringe-fingered lizard, a rare species 
that lives only in the Be’er Sheva area, and which is devoured by invading species.xi

• Through its Eurocentric conception of the environment, the JNFs practices have not 
only contributed to the destruction of native ecosystems, but have also undermined and 
undervalued the knowledge of indigenous inhabitants. 

Despite attempts by many other environmental groups to 
address these issues with the JNF, the JNF has not responded 
adequately, and keeps planting trees that are inappropriate 
for the local the environment.xii

Members of the al-Turi family are forcefully evicted from their homes 
by Israeli policemen in July, 2010 to make way for JNF tree planting

Destruction of houses at Al Araqib to make way for JNF tree planting



As Jews of conscience we ask that JNF stop this cynical use of Jewish practices 
and ideas to justify social injustice and environmental destruction.

If someone from the JNF calls you today to ask you to donate money, tell 
them that you do not support the dispossession of indigenous Bedouins.
If someone from the JNF calls you today to ask you to donate money, tell 

them that you will not participate in environmental destruction.
If someone from the JNF calls you today to ask you to donate money, tell 

them that your Jewish tradition says that trees should be planted to bring 
peace, not to bring destruction.

For more information visit:
http://stopthejnf.org/
http://www.dukium.org/eng/ (Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality)
http://rhr.org.il/eng/  (Rabbis for Human Rights)
*The Israel Land Authority (ILA) manages 80% of the land of Israel. At least 10 of the 22 board members of ILA 
are from JNF (which owns 13% of the land).xiii  This means that together these two groups control 93% of the 
land. Both of these groups maintain policies that dictate that the land they own cannot be sold to non-Jews.xiv
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Demo against demolitions in the Negev to make way for JNF tree planting

It’s time to talk about JNF...
Some quick facts about the JNF:

1)   JNF’s projects are both within and outside the Green Linei

2)   JNF destroys homes to plant treesii 
3)   JNF engages in environmentally destructive practicesiii 
4)   JNF co-opts Jewish values to justify social and environmental injustice

“Green Sunday”? Sunday the 3rd of February, 2013

• According to the JNF Australia website, “this Year JNF Green Sunday volunteers will be raising 
funds for planting trees around the Negev city of Be’er Sheva.” 
• Coincides with the Jewish festival of Tu Bishvat, marking the “New Year for Trees,” when trees 
(in Israel) begin to bloom - a day of ecological awareness.
• This tradition has been embraced and coopted by the JNF in its ‘Plant a Tree in Israel’ campaign.
• JNF use Tu Bishvat as an opportunity to raise money for tree-planting projects that are both 
socially divisive and unjust, as well as environmentally destructive. 

For centuries, trees have been a symbol of life, which we affirm as sacred. The 
use of trees in a project of displacement of people is a tragic distortion of the 
meaning of this holiday.

An uprooted olive tree in Al-Araqib, one day after the village was demolished 
in July, 2010 to make way for JNF tree planting


